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responsibility is a fiction* The main inlets from Basaar
Valley should be closed. Properly controlled, they will
not have to be coerced. Peace will not be threatened
every evening. And there will be longer period of peace
and prosperity.

The first Frontier trouble started in   189L   It was a
war on the roof of the world*   The  two statelets of
Hunza and Nagar,  facing each other on the Kanjut
River, defied the British authority.   The Thumb of
Hunza claimed his descent from Alexander.   And lived
in isolated pride.   Gilgtt   was the headquarters of  an
outlying agency of   Kashmir.    In  1888  the Kanjutis
captured the Kashmir fort of Chalt,     The    Kashmir
troops were remodelled for Imperial   purposes.     Service
at Giigit has long been deemed the last word in horror
and exile*   The troops there have seldom smiled*   Two
British officers exploring on the Pamirs were arrested by
Russians in May 189L   Also the Kanjuti tribes have
been the terror of the traders on the high passes.   The
British Government asserted its authority in those dis-
tant confines.   " Potentates like myself  and  Alexander
of Macedon, " stated the Thumb   of Huma, " answer
no    summons    and    acknowledge    no    rule,"     He
rejected the British summons scornfully.   And refused
to restrain his unruly people.   The British armies started
up for Nilt.   It is a fort higher up closing the gorge to.
the Nagar country.   The roadways were closed   by a
stone slide from above.   A flood of stones would sweep
away all who tried to pass along.   The   mountain guns
could make no impression on the walls of Nttt*   The
Sappers clambered up to the gateway under heavy fire.
. The gate was blown and the troops rushed in*    Hunza
could not be tackled so easily.   Expert cragsmen escalade
the crevassed funnels in the cliff.   Gurkhas and Dogras